Designer BETH
ANN SHEPHERD
breaks from dark
and distressed
while decking

out a Park City
mountain retreat BY BRAD MEE  PHOTOS BY SCOT ZIMMERMAN
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i Shepherd upholstered the living rosm’s wing

chairs wilh a spice-colored fabric to accentuale

their modern shape and personality. Dressed in ostrich
upholstery and large ring pulls, a custom armaoire fills o
nearby alcowe with ulira-chic style. Opposite page: Hand-
blown to loak like vintage milk jugs, custom glass orbs hang
fram a bronze-finished steel plate to ereate tha dining area's
one-of-a-kind chandeller.
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any mountain residents seem tw have a fond-
ness for all decorative things dark and distressed, but
these clients of designer Beth Ann Shepherd—owners of a
residence in The Montage Deer Valley—are definitely not
among them, When the pair turned to L.A.-based Shepherd
to help them escape the expected during the redo of their
Park City getaway, they knew she was just what they needed.

“These clients wanted to embrace the rugged beauty and
majesty of the mountains, but they definitely did not want
anything predictable or dark,” says Shepherd. Sophisticat-
ed, modern and less-is-more is how the couple described

their dream décor, *“No problem,” responded Shepherd,
who passionately embraces this design direction. "In high-end design,
heavy and dark are dated. People now define luxury as light, bright and
flowing." These gualities just begin to describe the condo's interior,

which Shepherd and her team termed throughout its creation as "The
First Modern at The Montage."
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7
The dining reom’s white birch communal tahle seats
10 and separates the living and family rooms. The
contemporary dining chairs swivel and are uphol-
stered in worn, camal-colored leathar, Opposite: A
lowe-profile sectional provides casual seating tor Lhe
family room without impeding an the natural light
and views that flow inside,
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A sofa paired with twao
tha living rnom’__s.
while shapely furni:
silver-leafe

aeustom :
contemporary s
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Shepherd custom designad the family |
room’s glass-topped colles Lable to

allow full wiew of the luxurious, tone- |
on-tong woolrug on which it sits. |
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“Our designs
are timeless,
yet timely.
Whether we're
designing a
traditional or
CG‘HfUII’Ij}{H‘[IJ"}-"
interior, it’s

The project began with il H ﬂhO”{
certain  parameters. The I fjlf.'!g it
OWNEers were eager to en- ‘.‘” 1 new wav. =
joy the revamped residence E
without the prolonged delays
al an extensive remodel, 5o existing wood floors, maold-
ings and granite countertops remained intact, “The inte-
rior didn't require a total overhaul,” says Shepherd. "If you
know how to adapt furnishings to a space, you don't have
to remove the countertops.” And she should know, Shep-
herd’s firm, Dressed Design, provides concept-to-comple-
tion design services, custom furnishings and staging for
on-the-market, high-end luxury homes. In each situation,
Shepherd's approach remains constant: “Our designs are
timeless, yet timely. Whether we're designing a traditional
or contemporary interior, it’s all about creating it in a new
way,” she says. Her outside-the-box approach resonates
throughout this Montage residence.

From the moment one steps inside, the condo imparts an
upbeat vibe. Mountain views floed the open floor plan un-
fettered by overworked decorating and oversized furnish-
ings. Instead, a white backdrop, clean lines and low-profile
forms define the fashion-forward décor. "We wanted peo-
ple to notice the views, not the furniture. We did, however,
want them to enjoy the furniture,” savs Shepherd, who cre-
ated custom pieces to shape the interior’s sophisticated,
modern style as well as define its living areas.

One of the designer’s primary challenges was break-
ing the open, 40-by-30-foot living space into back-to-back
family, dining and living areas that flow into each other
and also appear spacious and distinctively separate, She
began by focusing on the center of the room, where a large
structural eolumn interrupts the open space. Rather than
battling the permanent pillar, Shepherd embraced it, using
the beam o support a 38-Inch-wide white birch table that
"floats” between it and the wall. "You don't even notice the

WHY IT WORKS
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Wish vour home could have the light, modern vibe
of this Park City pad? It can if vou adopt a few of
Beth Ann Shepherd's savvy design ideas.

Fluidity throughout the condo

|5 fostered by the repeatition ot ele-
ments and treatments. Spice-toned
accents—Iinspired by veining in the
granite—recur in fabrics, accesso-
ries and art; faux fur and skins enrich
hedding, benches, pillows and doar
panels; clean-lined, low-profile forms
rapeat room ta room.

Texture rules; prints are secondary.
“The look is fabulous and equally as
detalled as a highly decerated, pring-
dominated traditional approach, The
detalls are just more subtle,” says
Shepherd.

Comfort and convenlence thrive.
The dining room's swivel chairs,
family room's modern recliners and
casual sectional, and the living room’s
madern wing chairs are among the
pieces that focus on feel and function
as much as great looks.

Brown, the conventional color for
many Park City pads, takes a back-
geat to fresh white and pops of lively
colar.

A mix of wood tones presents a
fresh, rather than formulaic, single-
stain look.

Savvy lighting design llluminates
the interior without dominating it.
Custom fixtures, lamps and sconces
add style without blocking the views
with bulky farms or look-at-me
shades.

Understated draperies frame the
views with softness and tailored
style. "The draperias are vary neutral
in color," says Shepherd. Decora-
tiwely, they don't do the talking.

Rugs define separate sitting areas,
and sizes are chosen to help dictate

how the rooms will live.

Entire beds—not just the head-
boards—are upholsterad. “Uphol-
stering the rails and footboards adds
perceived luxury and finishes the bad
forms beautifully,” says Shepherd.

Design details straight from the
"703 (like door knocker-like ring
hardware, fur throws and oversized
lamps) add character without being
cliché. "They add instant attitude,”
says Shepherd.
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GET IN TOUCH
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Above: An B0-inch-tall

wingad headboard adds
dramatic scale and luzury

Lo the master guile’s dacar,
whila armless chairs—up-
helstered in ivery chenille—
creale astyligh seatin §area
adding comfert withouwt
bulk. Right: The Mantage
Deer Valley | located just
fivea minutes fram Park
City’s Main Street.

LL)

column,” says Shepherd. “*Once an obstacle, now it's nearly
invisible." The designer placed a large mirror at the table's
end to reflect light and double the visual impact of a custom
chandelier made of hand-blown glass “milk jugs” that float
like bubbles above the birch slab.

The communal dining table comfortably seats 10 and
stylishly separates the hip living and family room areas
sitting just inches away. Modern, somewhat formal fur-
nishings enrich the former while more relaxed, comfore-
forward pieces furnish the latter. Each piece, from the
living room's spice-toned armchairs to the family room's
expansive sectional, contributes to the interfor’s modern
vibie while helping create optimal traffic flow and enhance
the million-dollar views.

The same holds true in the home's more private spac-
es, where luxurious details and chic furnishings enrich
sleeping quarters for 16. They include the condo’s fve
bedrooms, one of which is a closet the designer converted
into a bunkroom, “As in most mountain homes, we need-
ed to comfortably accommodate as many people as pos-
sible.” says Shepherd, who creates floor plans based on her
clients’ lifestyles.

“It's about space engineering; it gives these owners a
million ways to live in their home," Shepherd says. It's also
about forward-thinking design. “The owners will be able to
walk into this same space 10 vears from now and still feel
like the design is relevant and current,” she adds. And ac-
cording to this talented pro, that's the lasting reward of em-
bracing timeless, yet timely, design. USD
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